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Group volunteering events 
Groups, such as youth clubs and church congregations, sometimes ask us for help with setting up a group volunteering activity (usually on a particular day) to do something positive for the community.  

Group volunteering can have a big impact, but unfortunately we don’t have the staff available to set up events of this sort.  The volunteering opportunities that we advertise are for individual volunteers.  And although some of the organisations that advertise their opportunities through us might be interested in hosting an activity or event with a group of volunteers, it is not easy for us to identify them. 

So what can you do? 

· Meet as a group to generate ideas for what volunteering you might do.  You could research what is going on in your local area.  Is there a local ‘Community Forum’ that you could approach?  Do members of your group already volunteer?  If so, maybe they know of organisations or community groups in your area that would welcome a one-off volunteering day.  A group can help with decorating, gardening, or hosting a social activity for service users.  If you are based near a park, contact Parks & Gardens – might they welcome a litter pick day?  

· You might consider dedicating your volunteering day to fundraising for a chosen charity, or a couple of charities.  These could be from your area or Sheffield wide or even a national organisation.  Contact the organisations you wish to support, let them know what you’re planning to do and they’ll give you the information you need.  Your group can then decide how it will do the fundraising.  You could organise an outside event (such as a fun day) that will also promote the aims of the charities you are supporting, or you could do a group challenge and get sponsored for doing it.  The focus will be on the chosen day, but activity will also happen beforehand – planning and getting sponsorship, etc. and explaining to people why you believe they should support the chosen charity.  
 Things to be aware of:

· What if something goes wrong?  Are your volunteers insured?  

· No activities are cost free.  Who will cover the costs? 

· Have you enough time?  Organising an event can be quite complicated – it’s best to have a couple of months to get everything ready. 

· You might find our guide to employee volunteering useful – much of what it says is relevant to any group volunteering.  The link is:

http://www.sheffieldvolunteercentre.org.uk/UserFiles/File/ESV/Employee_Volunteering_Opportunities_Guide.pdf
Groups of volunteers can make a real difference.  As with all volunteering, it is just a matter of finding the right opportunity to make the most of the talents and enthusiasm within your group.  

Good luck!
